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Goods have codes

Goods shipped from one country to the other must be
classififed according to the Combined Nomenclature (CN).

Imported and exported goods have to be declared stating
under which subheading of the nomenclature they fall.

This determines which rate of customs duty applies and
how the goods are treated for statistical purposes.

In the EU the CN is also used in intra-community trade
statistics.




The Harmonized System

The CN is comprised of the Harmonized System (HS)
nomenclature [developed and run by the World Customs

Organization (WCO)] with further country specific
subdivisions.

This systematic list of commodities forms the basis for
International trade negotiations and is applied by most
trading nations.




The Combined Nomenclature

The combined nomenclature of the EU integrates the
HS nomenclature (6-digit code) and comprises
additional 8-digit subdivisions followed by a description.

Changes to the nomenclature can be made according
to a procedure established in Article 16 of the HS
convention.

Ceramic tiles are classified in two main heandings:
69.07 T Unglazed ceramic flags and paving, hearth or
wall tile; unglazed ceramic mosaic cubes and the like,
whether or not on a backing

69.08 for glazed products.



The current nomenclature for ceramic tile is:

-obsolete
-iInadequate

to identify and classify the types and characteristics of the
products sold in the marketplace today.

It refers to products:
-no longer manifactured

- does not include new products which do not find any
correspondence with the description of the HS/CN.



Why a new nomenclature ?

We need a better and more precise way to classify
ceramic tile in the CN wich offers the following benefits:

P Semplification in assigning the codes
P Higher reliability of statistics
P More detailed information on trade flows

P Facilitation of customs verifications



Whichcriteria ?

Which is the best criteria for a new classification ?

- one which is recognized and understandable worldwide

- one which leaves no doubt as to the proper
identification of the code for each specific product

- one that is not based on definitions which vary in time
and geographically.



Two possible options

There are two possible classifications:

@ Technicakommercialwith description of the
characteristics of the different products

@ Based on theatandardswhich define the properties
of the various types of tiles.



Technicatcommercial

The technical T commercial classification refers to products
by their commercial name taking into account

- type of surface (GL or UGL)

- structure of the body (porous or vitrified) and shaping
method (pressed or extruded)

- It may vary from country to country, from time to time and
from technical/ standards point of view

- the same type of product (for example single fired tile) can
fall under more than one 1SO group Blb, Bll or Blll or clinker
Al, Alla or All, Alll



Standard 1ISO 13006:2012

The classification based on international standards offers
on official authoritative reference and benchmark for the
classification, quality and properties of the various types
of tiles. -

The International standard for ceramic tile I1s IS

13006.2012 [Ceramic tile - definitions, classification,
characteristics and marking]

It has been approved by the 162 countries members of
the Interntional Standardization Organization.



Structure of the standard

The standard in question basically includes:
Aa classification of ceramic tiles into groups (types)

Aa definition of the properties that the tiles of each group
must possess in relation to their intended use

According to this standard ceramic tiles are classified into
ten groups according to:

-shaping method (A-Extrusion; B-Dry Pressed) and

-porosity, (percentage of water absorption)



Proposal for a new nomenclature

Our proposal for a revision of the CN for ceramic tile is
therefore based on a nomenclature with:

-10 types of products according to ISO 13006:2012 with a
description regarding the shaping method and its porosity

-a distinction in relation to thicknessO 5, 5 mm and O
for groups Bla, Blb and A groups

-a distinction in relation to the size based on the longest
side for all groups



Benefits

Such proposed classification provides:

P a clear and inequivocal identification of the products

P an appropriate and more reliable information for
statistical purposes

P a semplification and facilitation of customs verification



Next steps

Alf agreed the proposal can be submitted to the EU
Commission (and to other members of WCQO) for evaluation
by mid- Jul 2012.

AThe Commission will then submit the proposal to the EU
Customs Code Committee scheduled in September 2012.

Alf the EU Customs Code Committee supports the
proposal, it will then send it to the World Customs
Organization for discussion at the 5th HS review cycle in
Novembre 2012.

AWe ask other supporting countries to do the same with
their respective Governments within the same deadlines.



Proposal for a revision of the

combined nomenclature

NEW NC CODE :DESCRIPTION

:Ceramic tiles with low water absortion (E <= 0,5%)

69071001 ilongest side <= 7 cm, thickness <= 5,5 mm

69071002 ilongest side <= 7 cm, thickness >5,5 mm
69071003

69071004

69071005

69071006
69071007

69071008

69071010 longest side <= 7 cm, thickness <= 5,5 mm

69071011 longest side <= 7 cm, thickness > 5,5 mm

69071012

69071013

69071014

69071015

69071016

69071020 longest side <=7 cm

69071021 ilongest side >7 cm and <40 cm

69071022

69071023

69071040 longest side <=7 cm
69071041 ¢longest side >7 cm and <40 cm

69071042

69071043 ;
69072000: Decorative accessories or trim







